
 
 

 

  Lesson 21 Homework NYS COMMON CORE MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM 5•6 

Lesson 21: Make sense of complex, multi-step problems and persevere in solving 
them.  Share and critique peer solutions. 
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The following problem is a brainteaser for your enjoyment.  It is intended to encourage working together and 
family problem solving fun.  It is not a required element of this homework assignment.   

A man wants to take a goat, a bag of cabbage, and a wolf over to an island.  His boat 
will only hold him and one animal or item.  If  the  goat  is  left  with  cabbage,  he’ll  eat  
it.    If  the  wolf  is  left  with  the  goat,  he’ll  eat  it.    How  can  the  man  transport  all  three  
to the island without anything being eaten? 
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